
380 

40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–10 Edition) § 51.851 

action is in conformance with the ap-
plicable implementation plan does not 
exempt the action from any other re-
quirements of the applicable imple-
mentation plan, the NEPA, or the Act. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 17272, Apr. 
5, 2010, § 51.850 was removed and reserved, ef-
fective July 6, 2010. 

§ 51.851 State Implementation Plan 
(SIP) revision. 

(a) Each State must submit to the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) a revision to its applicable im-
plementation plan which contains cri-
teria and procedures for assessing the 
conformity of Federal actions to the 
applicable implementation plan, con-
sistent with this subpart. The State 
must submit the conformity provisions 
within 12 months after November 30, 
1993 or within 12 months of an area’s 
designation to nonattainment, which-
ever date is later. 

(b) The Federal conformity rules 
under this subpart and 40 CFR part 93, 
in addition to any existing applicable 
State requirements, establish the con-
formity criteria and procedures nec-
essary to meet the Act requirements 
until such time as the required con-
formity SIP revision is approved by 
EPA. A State’s conformity provisions 
must contain criteria and procedures 
that are no less stringent than the re-
quirements described in this subpart. A 
State may establish more stringent 
conformity criteria and procedures 
only if they apply equally to non-Fed-
eral as well as Federal entities. Fol-
lowing EPA approval of the State con-
formity provisions (or a portion there-
of) in a revision to the applicable SIP, 
the approved (or approved portion of 
the) State criteria and procedures 
would govern conformity determina-
tions and the Federal conformity regu-
lations contained in 40 CFR part 93 
would apply only for the portion, if 
any, of the State’s conformity provi-
sions that is not approved by EPA. In 
addition, any previously applicable SIP 
requirements relating to conformity 
remain enforceable until the State re-
vises its SIP to specifically remove 
them from the SIP and that revision is 
approved by EPA. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 17272, Apr. 
5, 2010, § 51.851 was revised, effective July 6, 

2010. For the convenience of the user, the re-
vised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 51.851 State implementation plan (SIP) or 
Tribal implementation plan (TIP) revi-
sion. 

(a) A State or eligible Tribe (a federally 
recognized tribal government determined to 
be eligible to submit a TIP under 40 CFR 
49.6) may submit to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) a revision to its appli-
cable implementation plan which contains 
criteria and procedures for assessing the con-
formity of Federal actions to the applicable 
implementation plan, consistent with this 
section and 40 CFR part 93, subpart B. 

(b) Until EPA approves the conformity im-
plementation plan revision permitted by this 
section, Federal agencies shall use the provi-
sions of 40 CFR part 93, subpart B in addition 
to any existing applicable State or tribal re-
quirements, to demonstrate conformity with 
the applicable SIP or TIP as required by sec-
tion 176(c) of the CAA (42 U.S.C. 7506). 

(c) Following EPA approval of the State or 
tribal conformity provisions (or a portion 
thereof) in a revision to the applicable SIP 
or TIP, conformity determinations shall be 
governed by the approved (or approved por-
tion of) State or tribal criteria and proce-
dures. The Federal conformity regulations 
contained in 40 CFR part 93, subpart B would 
apply only for the portion, if any, of the part 
93 requirements not contained in the State 
or Tribe conformity provisions approved by 
EPA. 

(d) The State or tribal conformity imple-
mentation plan criteria and procedures can-
not be any less stringent than the require-
ments in 40 CFR part 93, subpart B. 

(e) A State’s or Tribe’s conformity provi-
sions may contain criteria and procedures 
more stringent than the requirements de-
scribed in this subpart and part 93, subpart 
B, only if the State’s or Tribe’s conformity 
provisions apply equally to non-Federal as 
well as Federal entities. 

(f) In its SIP or TIP, the State or Tribe 
may identify a list of Federal actions or type 
of emissions that it presumes will conform. 
The State or Tribe may place whatever limi-
tations on that list that it deems necessary. 
The State or Tribe must demonstrate that 
the action will not interfere with timely at-
tainment or maintenance of the standard, 
meeting the reasonable further progress 
milestones or other requirements of the 
Clean Air Act. Federal agencies can rely on 
the list to determine that their emissions 
conform with the applicable SIP or TIP. 

(g) Any previously applicable SIP or TIP 
requirements relating to conformity remain 
enforceable until EPA approves the revision 
to the SIP or TIP to specifically remove 
them. 
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